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Program Notes: New Castles is inspired by the poetry of Jess Azevedo, the spouse of composer
Daniel Mehdizadeh. Their creative partnership frequently overlaps, with Jess’ evocative poetry
igniting much of Daniel’s musical vision. Commissioned by the Scarborough Philharmonic
Orchestra for their Songs of Hope album, New Castles explores the theme of hope through
adversity, offering a message of resilience and renewal.

Poetry by Jess Azevedo
We collapsed in the intensity.
I am here in the rubble,
recovering with you

but I am semi-permeable
and am already building
new castles.

Duration: 5 minutes
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NEW CASTLES

Commissioned by the Scarborough Philharmonic Orchestra
Dedicated to Maghan McPhee & Danielle MacMillan

Music by DANIEL MEHDIZADEH

Words by JESS AZEVEDO
J = 68 (ca 66-80)
N &
Soprano ,i,L 4,‘ = = =
SV =
D)
04
Mezzo-soprano _,',\; : = = =
o

é
E
%

Piano p (dark tone)

Yy

N
HESRS

[
=
ole

Red.  (use plenty of pedal to blend voices)

— T T 1
Violoncello ﬁ T = 1 = 1 = ]
=x 1 | 1 | 1
4
N _#
Y = )
y . - - 7=} - re) -
[ £an) J A C
o =
N _#
-] )
A - - 2 - > -
s A 7
D] -

—_— —
———
N & ()
)= - - & re)
7 y A <
L -

< ©

v
FO)y—% - ] - 12 - s - ]
7 | 14 | A W] ]

1 1 1 1

Copyright © 2023 Daniel Mehdizadeh. Published by East Chamber Music Inc.
All rights reserved.

Unauthorized copying, distribution, or performance of this score Wlthouf@ns‘;@;w@%m% ik
Please report all performances and broadcasts to your local performance rights 8rganization. & J& 5 FA.0




in_

amhere

I

—

in thein-ten-si-ty__

We coll-apsed

| K]
/A

@

i e s e s s ssas spps s saispssesep

11

in

here

am

I

ru-bble,

the

L

§

@ W@t@?rm@?!{h:g



15
H 4
Yy =
p . — Y 2 [Y] = [Y] Y 2 -
[ £an) N / | | A Y/ N
A\IV Q ! !
d N— — —
ru-bble,
H 4
Y = |
Y | AN Y] Y ] 1= Y ] - Y 2 [ 7]
| | & | ‘I. N & / )
) T a - —- R
> SN— ~—————
__  the ru-bble, re -
e o o o 9 o

rrtssers

) 2 - i = } - !
Z { { |
18
v
'm T L] L] L] L]
ANV
D)
H = — | | —| | A — | A |
-] | | | | | | | | | | A | | | A |
| o - “eses oo o oo ole oo
D) . . .
- co-ve-ring with you but I am semi per-mea-ble____  and
‘ ": - | | | | 1) & & - | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | -
7 ' [ T T | y 7 & T T T T I i i | I i i | I i | 7
— (blend in| & out seamlessly) _
N =TT e o BN e
Fey: <
e e EEEE s
[Py Pay
— ge e
e
>

@ Watermarkly



-
o

buil-ding,

-

al-rea-dy

22

(" R

am

| #ssccece ceeeecee CELRALEE

hall [

mp

> 00—

Ip

@ Watermarkly

o

'L d

stles.

—_— psub

mf

oo

ca

IH\‘ 7

\CY

new.
new

mf

I'mbuil -ding

gy R EEEE

I'mbuil -ding

hall [
) =
) =

A

25




29
H_# — \ | N \
Yy = | — N | | | ™N | | N | |
&) - - — i e o y o
D) . . .
We coll-apsed in the__ in - ten - si-ty._ I am
g4
* ' - & [7] — ] | 1 f 1 1 1 o DY 1
[ fan) [ / | | Y/ | | | ] | | | | | ] of | |
ANV 4 d d 7 ‘ ' ‘o T ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ' Te Ji ' ‘
d N— N — N— e
We coll-apsed  in the__ in - ten - si-ty._ I am
I E————
EEEEIEEE csoecroes cecsdegs
| . | | | | | | | | | I I | | |
A ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! L | | | 1 I I | I S— ! L L |
mp sub E——
| _— A
&Ej - o <
ey ©
.
D | | |
1 1 1
= 1 (8] O 1
=2 mp sub
32
H = | m— | —| | A | —] |
Y & | | | | | | A | | ] | |
b— o i —— — " T B S— -
D)) . . .
here in/ the = rubble, re - co-vering withyou
H =
- |
| | | | 4 [V} A - | b |
[ Fan) | | . N Vi ] | | | |
A\IY =D oo o o- P L E—-—
d N —
here in the rubble, re - co-vering withyou
‘ ": - | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
y.4 1 " z | 1 L L I  — T [ T T T T T [ I I T L I I |
I Il Il |
—_— —_—
| | | | | | | |
o)
e =
) SEES=SSEE
ey o
—
) o SR =0 | i
1 % 1 4 1 4 Il IO 1

@ W@t@?rm@?!{h:g



35

N—

A

I'm al-

andam al - ready__

per-mea-ble

se-mi

am

I'm al-

| BEgecces peeoceer creppopr sepAzere

andam al - ready__

per-mea-ble

se-‘mi

am

4 60000 odddddes s

(mf’)

39

KV

al-

am

new

buil - ding these

-ready

o —©@

——

=
~—

al-

232t

am

am al - ready__

geereeer

new

SEEa==

buil -ding these

buil. - ding

-ready__

1A

T

e

1%

e

T

1%

1%

6000 oe o0dddedd

%

mf

<f

e



I I o~ —
e —=—- 7 ' ) )
d v . .
-ready _——wSaW buil - ding these new
H_# f— \ | | | \ | .
Y = 1 ™ | | | | | | N | |
o —ese——o-F7 g g e o o o —
d ~— T—
-ready_____ buil-dingthese buil - ding these new
sle.siz ois B prr preerrry
"l: [- 2 I I I I I I I %‘b—tﬁtﬁtﬁt
J I Il Il | i Il [ | [ [ [ | | | | |
L L L [ 1 1 | | | | | | | | |
T —
CN -,
) =
4 S S — —— —— R e B B ———
4 4 4 34 4 4 F - 4 o o 6 o 0 ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ 4 o ¢ ¢ 4 ¢
o o 0 o o o ¢
 — —— e
S== | === = E —* |
46
H _#
Fr = = 2 e —
=V o o ¥
d Al
here inthe
H =
* # r J 7] ] 7] - | 7]
[ Fan) [y Vi Y /A | | /
KV AY ‘_‘- =
D) vy @ v v o @ ~— vy
wecoll-apsed in thein - ten-si-ty I'mhereinthe ru-bble, inthe
S = e e e e o =
7;‘_‘_‘_‘—‘_‘_‘_‘__‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘ 1 I I T 1 I I I
>
-psub —_—
i
hel ONE-) T Y Y | T Y Y | T
‘ VA I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I
T az2z 1337 21332333 coeseeses
>
I = — e E—
p sub ‘ ' ‘ ’

@ W@t@?rm@?!{h:g



49
H &
Yy =
P f ] r ] (7] [7] -
e S / Vi
0 AY
v v vv v vuY’
ru-bble, wecoll-apsed  in thein-ten-si-ty I'm
H 4
Y =
P f - Y 2 == - -
[ fan) | | [

T

ru-bble, I'm

@
[
[

>
O -]
el O -] , ' ' | , ' ' | , ’ ’ | , ' ' |
7 : : : : : : : : | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
ST TIEe iz irisiiisiis:
O /\ I I T ’} ]
e = = : |
—_—
52
—p-4 | N— N
[ fan p= - ¢ 7 — I 1 o a— R 7
ANIVJ . 7 —
D)) > >
here, re - co-veringwithyou now but__ I'm
g4
* & - f J 7] 7]
[ £an) N r / A / A
\"j’ = o —o . - o
here, here inthe ru-bble, but__ I'm
> >
AN N Y N N oo 9o 9o o o 9 of
> & & & & o® i ——— o — — — —
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
EE—— — |mp —_—
) [ [ Il ! T T 1 ! T T 1
hdl D 14' | | | | | | | | | | |

O —= z % = f
Z T 4 T I 1
% % 174 1| h Il % % 1| 1

@ W@t@?rm@?!{h:g



55
o -] | | | | | ﬂ I | | I I
: 5 ﬁ e  — — oo < o—o o (4 —
e
se-mi but I am se-mi per - mea-ble, new
0N _#
Y = A
_HF'_& ] 1 | |—mm| I | Y 2 (7]
| | | | | | | r /
AN . o o = P~ &
N — N —
se-mi but T am se-mi per - mea-ble, new
> >
ey of—9o o 9o o o o o
el - | | | | | | | |
7 [ [ [ [ [ [ | L | | |
. I 1 | | |
E— —_—

N

— mp —_—
58
f + | | A [— p— | _ ——
o | | | A |  — | | | | | | | | |
\\dv — — —
ca-stles. I'm al-rea-dy building new ca-stles. I'm already
H =
* # e/ N\ , I I 7] e/
| . VA z /A . - /
S — — N —
ca-stles. I'm al-rea-dy building new ca-stles. I'm already

¢ o o o o ¢ ¢ ¢

o0

0|0

é‘s 0|0



10
61

ru-bble,

here in the

buil-ding

D)

o

o <
P
@

-
L&

"

m——

ru-bble,

we're in the

ru-bble,

here in the

buil-ding

AR AR EEEEEEE-V e

e}
C

=]
%

64

A
o

the

here

here

the

here

here

<
hal CNF- 2 @ ]

DER

—

mf

"’”!!!! [



67

N>
1=

~e

~Ne
~Ne

&

e
'

S

ru-bble, the ru-bble, _ we'rehere inthe ru-bble, we’rein the

H_#

Y = |
y A | | [7] |—mm| [ 7] [ 7] | — Y |
[ 4 \M | | = / ) ‘, ‘I = ) / / ) | | | . ry ‘

o oo ol oo o
N — N —
ru-bble, the ru-bble, _ we’rehere inthe ru-bble, werein the

V4

70
H_# \ | A
- | N | 1\
| : ﬁ:f — o e oo =
.) u
ru-bble, the ru-bble,
(p - echo)
H = P
G . x \ ¢ - —
| .
d N — N — ‘_‘_‘_
ru-bble, _ werein the
> >
g oo o o 0 0 O O ‘
)5 . —— —T T Tof o of of of of of o ]
J I 1 I Il Il Il Il | I I I I
ONE -] L ,
hall [N _ | | | | | | |

Ml

N—
ot SE : | |
z o~ P I 1
g N~—— I o
ﬁ

=

P [l
~rrrs el B



12

"We collapsed in the intensity.
I am here in the rubble,
recovering with you

but I am semi-permeable

and am already building

new castles."
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About the composer: Described as a “hypnotic masterwork” by Daniel Vnukowski of
Classical Jukebox Radio, Daniel Mehdizadeh’s music captivates audiences worldwide. Holding a
Doctorate of Musical Arts in Composition from the University of Toronto, Mehdizadeh’s works
are revered for their intricate, unpredictable, and haunting qualities. Based in the Greater
Toronto Area, he is currently the music and choir director at Stouffville United Church, having
completed a successful three-year tenure as composer-in-residence for the Scarborough
Philharmonic Orchestra. With a renewed focus on chamber, vocal, and choral writing, his music
continues to gain international recognition, with performances at major festivals across Europe
and North America. Featured on CBC and Classical Jukebox Radio, his music appears on
multiple commercial recordings released by Akashic Classics and distributed by Universal Music
Group. For more visit www.danielmehdizadeh.com
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