
A0005 ● A SONG FOR THE WATER ● Mayberry ● SATB|Piano

2023 

A SONG FOR THE WATER 
Music & Words by 

PAT MAYBERRY  
Arranged by  

JANE BEST  
 

EAST CHAMBER MUSIC INC 
www.eastchambermusic.com

http://www.eastchambermusic.com


A0005 ● A SONG FOR THE WATER ● Mayberry ● SATB|Piano

Text: 

Nibì wabo running deep  
Nibì wabo flowing free 
Don précieux qui donne la vie 
Sacred sister healing me 
Rivers stretch across the land 
The oceans brush the ancient sands 
Pray bless this earth on which we stand, 
Creator God 
  
Program notes: A Song for the Water was written in response to a competition and call from 
the Hymn Society of  Canada and the United States for a text and melody on the theme of  land, 
language and liberation. The piece subsequently won the competition. Although written 
primarily in English, A Song for the Water includes French, an official language of  Canada, and, 
from one of  the many indigenous languages spoken in North America, the Omàmiwininimowin 
words nibì wabo (water womb). This is Pat’s first collaboration with Jane Best and she is thrilled 
with the resulting arrangement.  

Duration: 3 minutes
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A Song for the Water
With thanks to the Anishinabeg, who as Omhmiwinini bring us the
Ombmiwininimowin words ni-bl / water and wabo / womb.
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A Song for the Water
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A Song for the Water
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About the composer 
 
Pat Mayberry is a Canadian singer-songwriter and hymn writer. Beginning as a more lyrical folk 
singer, Pat has increasingly included themes of  spirituality and our relationship with nature in her 
music. She has released 6 CDs of  original songs.  In the past 20 years, Pat has also found her 
place as a beloved hymn writer and creator of  music for worship within the United Church of  
Canada and beyond. Her worship music has been widely used across Canada and internationally. 
She has hymns in the More Voices and Then Let Us Sing hymnbooks of  the United Church of  
Canada, the Mennonite hymnbook Voices Together and the Methodist Singing the Faith Plus 
hymnbook in the UK. Pat’s lyrics are often described as poetry and she strives at all times to use 
language which is both inclusive and accessible with melodies that open the heart. You can see 
more of  Pat’s music at  https://sites.google.com/view/musicbydavidwkai/home/pat-mayberry-
music  or at patmayberrymusic.com  
You can listen to her music on Spotify and iTunes . 

About the Arranger 
 
Jane Best is a musician on Manitoulin Island.  She grew up in Kingston and Toronto, singing in a 
children’s choir and studying piano through the Royal Conservatory. She studied music at the 
University of  Toronto, and in 1989 moved north to Manitoulin Island where she teaches private 
music lessons. Over the years she has directed several choirs and singing groups, and she has been 
the director of  the Manitoulin Community Choir since its inception in 2006. She has been a Girl 
Guide leader, a school music volunteer, and served on the board of  the Summer Institute of  
Church Music for many years. Several of  her choir pieces are in print, and her hymns are found 
in recent hymn books as well as in two volumes from the Leupold Foundation.. 

EAST CHAMBER MUSIC INC 
www.eastchambermusic.com


