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Composer’s Notes:

Carpenters have an interesting habit of quietly repeating the lengths of wood they are cutting,
chanting under their breath as it were. Steve and I thought this meditative moment was worthy
of musical encapsulation. I wanted to enhance that idea by drawing inspiration for the melody
from southern spirituals or worksongs. I hope this piece is both meditative and satisfying for the
audience and choir.

Other Notes:
Created through the Amadeus Choir’s Choral Creation Lab 2023.

Text:

I'am a kneeling carpenter

Bent as if to pray

The numbers that ’'m mumbling
I hope will fix the way

Build rebuild repair
Until the end of day
And then I bend to offer
To build again tomorrow

I am an honest carpenter

A carpenter’s strong daughter
Oh I could work the day in wood
And fill the day with laughter

Build rebuild repair

I sing from sill to rafters

To meet the world at the door
And build again tomorrow
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